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world class

The world headquarters
site shows significant
water savings and
reduced plant loss
because of its
professionally
maintained central
control system

BY RON HALL / Editor-in-Chief

ike is one of the
world’s most recog-
nizable companies
and its branded
Swoosh has become a
universal corporate
identifier. The com-
pany employs approximately 23,000 peo-
ple worldwide and its annual sales exceed
$10 billion.

The company’s headquarters is equally
world class. The 176.41-acre Nike World
Headquarters in Beaverton, OR, seven
miles west of Portland, is handsomely (and
diversely) landscaped, intensively used and

environmentally friendly. More than 5,000
people work on the beautiful campus that
has 16 buildings, each one named for a fa-
mous athlete. The employees take full ad-
vantage of the fields, trails and gyms that
dot the campus.

SOLUTIONS FOR A GROWING INDUSTRY

SC

ape

The more than 5,000
employees at Nike World
Headquarters enjoy a

diverse landscape that
inspires activity.

The site is quite a testament to the
1962 partnership of Bill Bowerman, the
long-time University of Oregon track &
field coach, and Phil Knight, a former busi-
ness student and a one-time runner under

Bowerman'’s tutelage. Their first year sales



GROUNDS RESPONSIBLE IRRIGAT Sk

under the name Blue Ribbon Sports (BRS)
totaled just $8,000. In 1972 BRS changed
its name to Nike, named for the Greek
winged goddess of victory, and the com-
pany went public in December 1980.

State of the art irrigation makes the
beauty, utility and environmental con-
sciousness of the site possible. It takes a
team of pros working together to manage
the intricacies of the system.

Central control the answer

Ellen Beighley, president of Irrigation Man-
agement Systems, Inc., (IMS)), is one of sev-
eral experienced landscape pros responsible
for the health of the Nike site. Her 19-year-
old, Portland-based company manages irri-
gation there with Maxicom?, the Rain Bird
central control system that allows the mon-
itoring and irrigation of many different
parcels of property or landscaped sites from
a single computer-accessed controller.

The Nike location is one of several
Maxicom systems the 7-person IMS staff
manages on large client properties. Other
big-name clients include Intel, Columbia
Tech Center and the PacTrust Corporate
and Business Centers. IMS works as both a
subcontractor to maintenance companies
and also directly for clients.

“Two to four people in the office handle
the computers we use to control these
projects while the rest of the employees do
field work,” Beighley says. “Our field work
includes installing the hardware that’s used
with Maxicom?, reviewing the physical irri-
gation system, troubleshooting irrigation
problems and suggesting corrective meas-
ures to the landscape maintenance compa-
nies that we work with. When the situation
requires, we perform water audits with the
four certified irrigation auditors on staff”

Management of the Nike site, like al-
most all large and diversely landscaped
properties, requires a cooperative working
relationship between on-site professionals
and contractors. Three years ago, TruGreen
Landcare Branch Manager Mike Hansen

asked Beighley to review and bid on con-

trolling the irrigation there. TruGreen had

installed the irrigation system on the 93-
acre North Campus portion of the campus
several years earlier. Other local contractors
installed the irrigation on the 74-acre South
Campus.

Beighley, who started IMS in 1986,
shortly after Rain Bird introduced the
Maxicom system, was delighted to become
involved with the property.

An environmental leader

“Nike is a leader in environmental sensitiv-
ity and endorsed many innovative practices
using almost all organic products on the
site that Ron Clark, Nike project manager
for TruGreen brings to them,” Beighley
says.

“In addition to multiple employee activ-
ities, many of Nike’s business and charity
functions are held on the landscaped areas
of the campus. Integrating the watering
schedules into these is a constant challenge.

“Nike is a growing and constantly
changing campus. As the needs change, the
landscape also changes,” she adds. “With the
exception of three change-outs of annual
color, spring and fall are the major times
when new plant material is installed.”

Troy Castillo is the full-time irrigation
technician on the campus. He keeps the
system operating and handles all repairs
and upgrades. He’s working with IMS to
change some of the areas to drip irrigation.

As IMS and the on-site personnel be-
come more familiar with and fine-tune the
central control system, they're seeing signif-
icant water savings. Mike McBride, Nike fa-
cilities operations and property manager,

“TruGreen's Ron Clark confer

" Troy Castillo, Iéft! Elfen

Beighley of IMS, center, and

' sprinkler placements.

Nike World HQ
» Mike McBride, facilities opera-
tions and property manager

» Bob Thompson, architect
» Mayer-Reed, landscape architect

» Includes three specific areas
designed by Bob Murase

» South Campus constructed
1988-1990: 74 acres

» North Campus completed in 2001:
93.11 acres

» The wetlands and Jay Street
parking lot: 9.3 acres

» Building footprints: 14.06
acres (9.9%)

» 43.03 acres are paved/impervious
(24.4%)

» 48.26 acres are native woodlands,
wetlands (27.4%)

» 63.49 acres are landscaped (36%)
» Lake Nike: 6.17 acres (3.5%)

» The JBS Patio, tennis courts, coop
and other miscellaneous areas: 1.4
acres (0.8%)

» Two sand-based soccer fields

estimates a reduction of 20 million gallons
per year these past two years alone.

“The campus has also seen a decrease in
plant loss,” Beighley claims. “Using all the
tools provided by Maxicom?, we are able
to provide all of the irrigation needs within
the time constraints, provide cycle/soak to
reduce runoff and shut down either zones
or the whole site should any stuck valves or
lateral line or mainline breaks occur. ET al-
lows automatic changes in the schedules to

provide the correct amount of water.” Lm
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