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CONSERVATION PLAN

Background

Utah is currently the fifth fastest
growing state in the nation. From 1990
to 2000, Utah’s population increased
by more than 510,000 people to over 2.2
million. Recently released population
data indicates the population
increased by another 300,000 since
2000. It is expected that by 2050 the
state’s population will be about 5.4
million. As Utah’s population increases
so will the demand for its limited water
resources. If Utah’s current municipal
and industrial (M&I) per capita water
demands are not reduced, it will put
tremendous pressure on the state’s
developed water supplies, as well

as take an intense effort to find new
water sources.
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Eric Klotz

Eric Klotz is a Registered Professional Engineer in the state of Utah. He
obtained a BS degree in Civil Engineering from Michigan Technological
University in 1983. Upon graduating he began working for the Utah
Division of Water Resources (DWRe). Eric currently manages the

Water Conservation, Education and Use Section of the DWRe. The
DWRe is responsible for the orderly and timely planning, development,
utilization, conservation and protection of Utah’s water Resources.

Eric was born in Detroit, Michigan and grew up in the northern suburbs
of Detroit. Eric and his wife Debbie currently live in North Salt Lake
City. They have two daughters; Callie, 10 and Natalie, 8. Eric enjoys

skiing, hiking, camping and traveling.

Utah is the second driest state in

the nation and regularly experiences
drought cycles, but its residents are
among the highest consumers of
water. Utah’s M&I per capita use of
267 gallons per capita per day (gpcd)
is the second highest in the nation.
The hot, dry summers are one of the
major factors contributing to this, as
it necessitates high irrigation needs
for lawns and gardens. Additionally,
most of the population lives in close
proximity to snow-capped mountains,
which provide most of the water
supply. This proximity and the fact
that the supply is of very high quality
result in low water rates. Low rates are
believed to be a disincentive to water
conservation to the public.

Because Utah’s M&I per capita water
use is the second highest in the nation,
the Utah Division of Water Resources
(DWRe) recognized there were some
incredible opportunities for water
conservation to play a major role in
meeting the future water needs of the
state. In 1994, the DWRe outlined a
conservation goal to reduce M&I per
capita use in the state by 25 percent by
2050. At that time, Utah’s M&I water
needs were about 900,000 acre-feet/year.

Without water conservation the water
needs of the state would increase

to nearly 2,000,000 acre-feet/year

by 2050 By lowering the 1995 public
community system per capita water
use from 321 gpcd to 240 gpcd by
2050, the state’s water needs would

be a little more than 1,500,000
acre-feet/year. The accomplishment
of this goal is equivalent to a total
decrease in demand of nearly 500,000
acre-feet/year and represents the
largest single component in meeting
Utah’s water needs in the next 50 years.

Utah’s M&I Water Conservation Plan

The DWRe has discussed this goal
publicly since 1995, but it was not
formally published until 2001 when it
appeared in the Utah State Water Plan:
Utah’s Water Resources—Planning
for the Future. The goal was based

on modeling and research, which
indicated that M&I water use can
reasonably be reduced by 25 percent
or more. In 2003, the DWRe formally
published “Utah’s Municipal and
Industrial Water Conservation Plan”
that outlines in detail how this goal
will be implemented.















































































